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The energy with which he upheld the cause of the
labourer was one cause of some unreasonable resent-
ment against him being felt by the farmers; and this
explains his expression cthe victim of the parish,' in
reference to himself in his appeal.

The same intense sympathy with the poor and the
down-trodden breaks out in his ballad, "The Poor
Man and his Parish Church/ of which I Insert a few
verses:

The poor have hands and feet and eyes,

Flesh, and a feeling mind:
They breathe the breath of mortal sighs*

They are of human kind;
They weep such tears as others shed,

And now and then they smile;
For sweet to them is that poor bread

They win with honest toil.

The poor men have their wedding-day,

And children climb their knee:
They have not many friends, for they

Are in such misery.
They sell their youth, their skill, their paim,

For hire in hill and glen:
The very blood within their veins,

It flows for other men.

They should have roofs to call their own

When they grow old and bent-
Meek houses built of dark grey stone,

Worn labourer's monument.
There should they dwell beneath the thatch,

With threshold calm and free:
No stranger's hand should lift the latch

To mark their poverty.

Fast by the church these walls should stand,

Her aisles in youth they trod:
They have no home in all the land

Like that old house of God I
There, there, the sacrament was shed

That gave them heavenly birth,
And lifted up the poor man's head

With princes of the earth.the new kind of
